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In this book, Rudgley describes how the intrepid explorers of the Stone Age discovered all of the

world's major land masses long before the so-called Age of Discovery. Stone Age man made

precisely sized tools, and used proto-abacuses to count and measure. He performed medical

operations including amputations and delicate cranial surgeries. Neanderthals not only

domesticated fire for heat and light, but experimented with lichen and moss fuels. In the visual arts,

the Paleolithic cave artists of western Europe used techniques forgotten until the Renaissance.

Picasso himself is said to have remarked after visiting Lascaux, "We have invented nothing!" The

Lost Civilizations of the Stone Age shows the greatness of the debt that contemporary society owes

to its prehistoric predecessors. It is a rich introduction to a lost world that will redefine the meaning

of civilization itself.
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In her survey work "Plato Prehistorian" Mary Settegast briefly discusses Paleolithic runes,

apparently an alphabet, which shares signs with the much later Indus Valley script, western Greek,

and Runic or Baltic writing. Barry Fell studied the medieval sources which preserve the many kinds

of Ogham writing, which is a sort of line writing on either side of a baseline, and concluded that its

basis in groups of five or less indicated an origin in a sort of finger spelling. This presupposes the

use of an alphabet. We no longer use Ogham, and the alphabet we use today isn't like this runic

system. The daunting part of this tidbit is that alphabetic writing must be at least 12,000 years old,

nearly three times as old as the known systems of hieroglyphics and cuneiform, and probably



35,000 years old, with no good reason to believe that it isn't much older than that.Naturally I wanted

to check the Rudgley book to see if Settegast is mentioned. She isn't. Rudgley covers some of the

same ground, but his entire book pertains to the literacy of supposedly preliterate cultures.The

Upper Paleolithic character set suggests that some form of writing, perhaps even alphabetic writing,

has been part of human activity for over 12,000 years. This isn't to say that we'll someday find a

library, but at least if we do we won't be caught unawares. There's a discussion of Linear A, and

(page 75) there's a quote from Allan Forbes and Thomas Crowder, source of the Magdalenian

character set reproduced by Mary Settegast.
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